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Everyone Needs Data 

 211,000 miles of  

 rivers & streams 

 1.6 million acres lakes 

 1,100 miles of coastline 

 1.3 million acres of  

 bays and estuaries 

 15 million acre-feet  

 of groundwater  

 extracted per year 
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The Water 

Quality & 

Ecosystem 

Information 

Problem 
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The Response – Senate Bill 1070 

 Became California law in 2006 

 Required formation of  
California Water Quality Monitoring Council 

 Memorandum of Understanding between 
 California Environmental Protection Agency 

 California Natural Resources Agency 

 Monitoring Council recommendations  
 December 2008 

 Maximize efficiency and effectiveness of existing water quality 
data collection and dissemination 

 Ensure collected data available to decision makers and public 

 Comprehensive Monitoring Program Strategy for CA 
 December 2010 
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Monitoring Council Members  

Citizen Monitoring 

(current vacancy) 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/
http://www.casqa.org/Default.aspx
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Monitoring Council Strategy 

 Focus on streamlined data access 

 Theme-based web portals 

 Directly address users’ questions 

 Single global point of entry 
 

 Theme-specific workgroups 

 Develop web portals 

 Review and coordinate monitoring programs 
 

 Overarching Monitoring Council guidance 



Website and Portals 

www.MyWaterQuality.ca.gov 
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Coming Soon: 

California Estuaries Portal 

 Estuary Monitoring Workgroup 

 

 

 

 

 Initial focus is San Francisco Bay-Delta Estuary 

 Educational – What? Where? Food web relationships? 

 Estuary Health 

 Condition of major biological resources 

 Drivers of biological resource patterns 

 Detailed data – physical, hydrologic, chemical, meteorological 
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Planned: 

Additional Portals 

 Is our water safe to drink? 

 Department of Public Health lead 

 Telling entire story of water quality, delivery, treatment 

from the source to the tap – telling each agency’s role 

 Are our ocean and coastal ecosystems healthy? 

 Ocean Science Trust and Ocean Protection Council 

committed to developing path forward 

 Have proposed developing technology and process 

roadmap to workgroup and portal 

 Through their Agency Science Needs Assessment effort 

 Foundation funding being pursued 
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Theme-Specific Workgroups and Portals 
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SWAMP 

Bioaccumulation 

Oversight Group 

  

Safe to Swim and  

Beach Water Quality 

Workgroups 

Tap Water 

N/A N/A Groundwater 

N/A Wetlands 

Ocean Waters 

Estuaries 

Lakes 

Streams 

& Rivers 

Safe Drinking Water 

Workgroup 

N/A 

N/A 

Safe Drinking Water 

Workgroup 
  

SWAMP  

Healthy Streams 

Partnership 

N/A 

Wetland Monitoring 

Workgroup 

Ocean Ecosystem 

Health Workgroup 

Estuary Monitoring 

Workgroup 

T H E M E S  

Is Our Water 

Safe to Drink? 

Are Our Aquatic 

Ecosystems 

Healthy? 

WATER BODY 

TYPES 

Is It Safe to Swim 

in Our Waters? 

Is It Safe to Eat 

Fish and 

Shellfish from 

Our Waters? 

N/A N/A N/A 
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More Than Just Data on the Web 

 Forming and maintaining lasting relationships 

 Through theme-specific workgroups  

 Implementing a portal design that requires & 

motivates parties to solve issues related to 

 Monitoring and assessment coordination 

 Data integration 

 Focus directly on management questions 

 Provides structure that initiates dialogues 

 Induces broader-based thinking 

 Enables broader-based assessments 
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www.MyWaterQuality.ca.gov 

Questions? 


